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Join us for our Post-Holiday Party

As you settle down after the
holidays, we hope that you will take
the time to enjoy a very special event
with us.

The Society will host a winter gala
on Saturday, January 24, 2004.
Tickets are $20 per person for dinner
and the party and a limited number
of tickets are available. This is a mini
fundraiser for future historic exhibits.
The event will take place from 6 until
11 p.m. at the home of Richard
Concaildi and Laurette Datta-
Concaildi at 2651 W. Coyle (between
Morse and Lunt). Richard and Lauri’s
home was on our recent fall house

tour and is a perfect setting for a
party. Street parking is available.

The dinner will feature
appetizers, main entrees, beverages
and desserts. Sip some punch, dance
to standards, meet new and old
friends, and support the Society’s
programming all at the same time.
You might also be one of the winners
in our special 50-50 raffle.

Please make your reservation by
mailing in the form on Page 11, and
then join us for a festive evening to
kick off 2004 in style. For any
additional information, please call the
office at 773-764-4078.

Society Announces Annual Meeting

The Rogers Park/West Ridge
Historical Society’s annual meeting
will be held on Wednesday, February
11, 2004 at 7 p.m. at Devon Bank,
6445 N. Western Ave.

The annual meeting is important
because members have an
opportunity to ask questions about
the Society’s direction, course of
action for the year, and to elect board
members. 2004 is a year of big
changes for the Society, and we hope
you will make your best effort to
attend.

Outgoing President Michael
Williams will conduct the meeting.
He will report on the Society’s
activities in 2003, its current
condition, and preside over the
election of new officers and directors.
Most of our current directors have
agreed to serve another term and will
be listed on the nominating slate with
any new potential candidates. We also

have a nominating committee in place
to contact potential members
interested in serving on the board.
You can be a part of that by contacting
the Society at 773-764-4078.

The following positions are open
for election for one-year terms
beginning in February 2004:

Officers President
Treasurer

Directors — Events, Publications
and Resource Development and one
or two At-large Directors.

We will also be presenting the
Society’s annual award for “Volunteer
of the Year.” The Society relies
heavily upon help from a committed
group of regular volunteers. Some put
in a few hours a week, others many,
and still others help out at annual and
special events. All are essential to the
Society’s survival, and we want to
extend a great big thanks to each and
every one of you.
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Movie palaces - architectural gems

The grand movie palaces built in the early 20" century
captured movie magic for an eager public. People could
socialize and enjoy a movie or a stage show most any night
of the week.

The movie palaces were also architectural gems, and a
few of the old facades can still be seen in Rogers Park and
West Ridge. The Granada Theatre, at 6427 N. Sheridan,
was built in 1928 by the Marks Brothers, who owned other
small neighborhood theaters in the city, and capped off their
chain with the construction of a twin of the Granada at
Madison and Crawford calling it “The Marbro”. Both were
of Spanish motif and quite large as was the trend of the
new theaters of the day. Not only were they symmetrically
beautiful and spacious, they were ornately appointed in
every detail. They symbolized elegance, and their pipe
organs were of the latest design.

The formats of these large theaters were pretty much
alike. First run pictures plus a stage show became the norm.
The stage show changed weekly, running generally from
Friday through the ensuing Thursday.

An accomplished bandleader and his group had singers,
dancers and vaudeville acts that were generally quite good.
All in all, one got his money’s worth most of the time.

The Granada and its counterpart, the Marbro, had two
orchestra leaders and their bands: Charles Kaley and Benny
Meroff, who alternated each week, with new stage shows,
and became quite accepted and often eagerly anticipated
each week.

Two blocks north, at 6610 N. Sheridan, the Northshore
Theatre was constructed about 1912 and was set a way
back from the sidewalk. It was a typical small theater, with
the front arch and close-by stores being constructed from
red and green terra cotta glazed bricks, differing from the
usual green and white bricks that, even to this day, mark
the sites of many old theaters around Chicago.

Moving north a block and a half, was the Regent Theatre
at 6742. It varied in construction in that it was much larger
than the run-of-the-mill theater, and the lobby extended
horizontally the entire width of the building. In the 1930s
its name was changed to “The 400” and later was modified
to accommodate two or three screens. At one time, if one
figured he had “missed” a particular picture, it was often
said, “It hasn’t been to the 400 yet.”

At 1330 W. Morse, the unpretentious Morse Theatre
was built in 1914. It reopened as “The Coed” in the 1930s
as quite an acceptable show place. The theater
accommodated the many tenants residing in the newly
constructed apartments in the area in the wake of the post
Depression. Later it served as a synagogue and is now the
site of the Cobblers Mall.

The Howard Theatre, opened in 1918, flourished for
many years at 1635 W. Howard. It was very spacious and
had an imposing exterior. It seemed to always have a
reasonable listing of fairly late run pictures and had its many
devotees. It closed about the middle seventies. The original
facade, lobby and stores remain today, but the theater itself
1S NOW apartments.

West on Howard, past the Elevated, was the Norshore
Theatre at 1749 W. Howard. It was another fine effort of
the Balaban and Katz enterprises, but by no means was it
comparable to their flagships elsewhere in the city. It was
big and comfortable and had stage shows and was considered
above average by the clientele. It featured Al Kvale and his
band, and it was here that Ginger Rogers got her start as a
vocalist. The story was that she had been a dancer in the
chorus who made the most of an opportunity. The building
was demolished in the early 1960s and gave way to the
large Benefit Trust Life Insurance Company building. This
structure was torn down with a few others to make way for
the Gateway Plaza.

One memorable event that was born of the Depression
was “Discovery Night.” All the theaters soon fell in with
this phenomenon. On a certain night each week, to spur
attendance, theaters began offering cash prizes for people
who would come forth and entertain in their own way.
Many sang, many danced, and at least one person per night
would play the saw with a violin bow. What some people
would do to try to win $5 didn’t seem to remain within the
boundaries of reality! But there were laughs unlimited. Also,
some theaters used dishes and silverware to attract an
audience.

To be continued in next issue.

Note: Most of this article was taken from one written by
Norm Coughlin for the Society’s Newsletter in the Sunimer

of 1988.

See related theater photos on Pages 6 & 7.
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From the President

By Michael F. Williams

This January will mark the end of my three-year term
as President of the Society. It has been very satisfying
serving in this capacity, but family and other
considerations now take precedence in my life.

My history with the Society goes back to 1987, when
[, with a small group of preservation-minded residents,
attempted to save the historic Granada Theatre. We soon
merged with the Rogers Park Historical Society in our
fight, bolstering resources and coming close to saving
the magnificent theater. While disappointing, the
experience taught me the power a historical society can
have and the important role the organizations play in
the community.

Two of the most fulfilling accomplishments I've had
with the Society were the history books I plaved a role
in producing. Chicago’s Far North Side: An Illustrated
History of Rogers Park and West Ridge and Neighborhoods
Within Neighborhoods: Twentieth Century Life on
Chicago’s Far North Side have sold over 8,000 copies in
the last three years, an amazing accomplishment for a
local historical society. My hope is that they will serve as
examples for other area historical societies — that there
is a great interest in local history, and that the projects
will pay for themselves.

Most satisfying of all has been the opportunity to
meet and work with the many volunteers that keep the
Society going. This organization doesn’t run by itself —
it takes a lot of manpower to keep it going — and these
are the heroes of the Society. People like Mary Borke,
who seem to sign-up for every activity, and ask for nothing
in return. That is what I will miss the most, and 1
encourage those in the community who have the time to
give to get more involved.

Historic Preservation

The West Ridge Bungalow Association will be
holding an open planning meeting at the Historical
Society Museum, 6424 N. Western, on Monday,
January 12, 2004, at 7:00 p.m.

Anyone interested in Chicago bungalows and/
or the Arts & Crafts movement is welcome to join
us! We will be planning meetings and activities for
the coming year, and would like to encourage
suggestions and ideas from all attendants.

For more information, please email Jo Stavig
(stevejo.enteract@rcn.com) or Maribeth Brewer
(mbrewer@rcn.com) or call Jo at 773-743-4386.

We hope to see you there January 12!
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A Successful Fall House Tour

The Society’s 2003 Fall House Tour on September
14™ was a resounding success. A little light rain wasn’t
enough to dampen spirits, or keep away the nearly 300
attendees. The tour, in part orchestrated by the Society’s
Historic Preservation Committee, featured seven fabulous
bungalows in the West Ridge area around Pratt and
Washtenaw and St. James Presbyterian Church.

We especially thank the home owners for participating
in this year’s tour: Craig Brandt & Laurie Woolverton,
Greg & Maribeth Brewer, Ashish & Colleen Sen, Frank
& Ann Galpa, Richard Concaildi & Lauri Datta-Concaildi,
Frank Pokorny & Nancy Jane Lauren and Thomas Wesely.
We would also like to thank Dr. Karen Carlson, Principal
of Boone School, and the Rev. Stuart Smith and the staff
at St. James for their assistance.

Special thanks to co-chairs Mary Borke and Mary Jo
Doyle; to Mike Williams, Jim Kirkpatrick and Jo Stavig
for their exceptional work on the house tour bocklet and
to all the other dedicated volunteers.

For upcoming community events, visit rogerspark.com,
our neighborhood community website funded by
Michael Glasser of the Rogers Park Builders Group.

A Very Special Announcement

For all of you who have been waiting so patiently,
the Society’s first historical book Chicago’s Far North
Side: An Hlustrated History of Rogers Park and West
Ridge is now available. You can order copies from the
third printing, dated November 2003, (thank you all for
your tremendous support) through our website at
www.rpwrhs.org, by mail, by phone or in person at the
Society office (please call ahead.).

Calendar of Events

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

MUSEUM/OFFICE CLOSED

Mon. Dec. 22, 2003 — Tue. Jan. 6, 2004
Open by appointment during this time.

Leave message at (773) 764-4078 or 764-2401.

Mon. Jan 12 — 7pm
West Ridge Bungalow Association Meeting
For info, see article on Page 3.

Sat. Jan. 24 — 6 - 11pm
Society Post-Holiday Party
For info, see article on Page 1.

Wed. Feb. 11 — 7pm

Society Annual Meeting & Elections
Devon Bank - 6445 N. Western

For info, see article on Page 1.

Sat. Mar. 6 - 10am- 2pm and
Sun. Mar. 7 -1 - 4pm
RP/WR Historical Society
Museum Open House and
Photo Sorting & Distribution
6424 N. Western

For info, see article on Page 8.

Sat. Mar. 13 — 9 - 11am
Northeastern Illinois (N.E.IL)
Historical Council Quarterly meeting
(For info, call 773-764-4078.)

No House Tour in 2004

Our second book Neighborboods Within
Neighborhoods: Twentieth Century Life on Chicago’s Far
North Side is also available in the same manner.

Both books make unique holiday gifts for the person
who has almost everything, has lots of memories of our
wonderful neighborhood or for anyone who wants to
find out some interesting facts about where they currently
live.

If you have previously placed an order for the first
book with us, we will contact you by phone or email. If
you do not hear from us in the next two weeks, please
contact us again.

If feasible, we will mail out the book(s) in time for
the holidays.

No, we aren’t shelving our biggest yearly
event, just taking a different track in 2004! We’ve
recently sold our long time home at 6424 N,
Western Avenue, and are actively looking for a new
space to buy or rent.

We will continue to stay on in our present
location as tenants of the new owner until
September 30, 2004.

Because of the logistics of an impending move,
and the amount of work needed to host the house
tour, the board voted to provide a traveling
multimedia exhibit of our past tours in lieu of the
walking tour.

The spring and summer newsletters will have
more details on the traveling exhibit. The house
tour will return in the fall of 2005.

Historical Book Committee
Contact person - Mary Jo Doyle
773-764-4079 or 764-2401 (home)
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ay/ax 523;/255 ZLIZ‘?

Antique Restoratlons

7015'/2 N. Clark (alley)
Chicago. Illinois

60626

Thomas Bowler  773-973-0191

Helping to Build
Strong Communities

Devon Bank Everything you want from a bank...and more

Locally owned: we're really part of our communities
Personalized Service: we care dee| lv about our customers and our communities
Serving our communities for over 53 years: we’re independent, family owned and here to stay

Serving the Community for over 55 Years

www.devonbank.com (773 or 847) 465-2500

18]

Member FDIC

Long-Kogen Realtors

Steve Tres, Vice President

(773) 764-6500

Serving the Rogers Park and West Ridge
Communities Since 1932

Misericordia
Heart of Mercy

Misericordia‘s
GREENHOUSE INN
& GIFT SHOPS
6300 N. Ridge
773/973-6300

Serving a delicious luncheon menu
Tue.-Fri. 11:00 A.M. - 2:30 PM.

The Inn & shops offer job opportunities
for young people with mental disabilities

The Shellicls

Ashland Addison

FLORIST CO.
Stnce 1932

Phone: 312/432-1800
Fax:  312/432-9813

Quafity & Service
1746 W. Addison St / 1640 W. Fulton St
P.O. Box 12149, Chicago, IL 60612

Flowers, Plants, Balloons, Fruit and Gourmet Baskets,
Stuffed Animails, etc.

Delivery to 150+ Suburbs Place your order 24 hours a day.

Free Estimates-Insured-Reasonable Rates

RAVEN DECORATING, INC.
1933 W. Chase
(773) 973-3590

WATER DAMAGE REPAIRED

We have worked on RPHS Tour Houses
Give us a call.
DAN RAVEN-SOCIETY MEMBER

Delta Audio Repair

Est. 1979

Stereos e TVs e VCRs e CD Players

$10.00 off any repair over $50 [with this ad]
Offer expires March 31, 2004

773-764-3634

Coast to Coast Total Hardware
6942 North Western Avenue
Chicago Illinois

773 743 1911

Open 8am - 7pm Mon. - Fri.
Sat. 8am - 6pm Sun. 10am - 3pm

CoasttoCoast.

























