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tour and is a perfect setting for a

party. Street parking is availrrble.
The dinner will feature

appetizers, main entrees, heverrrges
and desserts. Sip some puttcl-r, dance
to standards, meet new ancl olcl
friends, ancl support the Society's
programming all at the same time.
You might also be one of the winners
in our special -50-50 raffle.

Please make your reservation by
mailing in the form on Page 1 l, and
then join us for a festive evening to
kick o f f 2004 in style. For any
additional information, please call the
office at 773-7 64-4078.

have a nominating committee in place
to contact potential members
interested in serving ott the boarcl.
You can be a part of that by cttntircting
the Sociery at 773-764-4078.

The following positions nre operl
for election for one-yeel r terms
beginning in February 2004

Officers President and
Treasurer

Directors - [vsn15, Publications
and Resource Development and one
or two At-large Directors.

We will also be presenting the
Society's annual award for "Volunteer
of the Year. " The Society relies
heavily upon help from a committed
group of regular volunteers. Some put
in a few hours a week, others many,
and still others help out at annual and
special events. All are essential to the
Society's survival, and we want to
extend a great big thanks to each and
every one of you.

Join us for our Post-Holiday Party

Nightime uiew of the Cine
c. 19 3 5 , 25 16 \X/. Deuon

As you settle down after the
holidays, we hope that you will take
the time to enjoy a very special event
with us.

The Society will host a winter gala
on Saturday, January 24, 2004.
Tickets are $20 per person for dinner
and the party and a limited number
of tickets are available. This is a mini
fundraiser for future hisroric exhibits.
The event will take place from 6 until
11 p.m. at the home of Richard
Concaildi and Laurette Datta-
Concaildi at2651 'S( Coyle (between
Morse and Lunt). Richard and Lauri's
home was on our recent fall house

The Rogers Park/West Ridge
Historical Society's annual meeting
will be held on \ffednesday, FebruarY
11, 2004 at 7 p.m. at Devon Bank,
6445 N. 'Western Ave.

The annual meeting is imPortant
because members have an
opportunity to ask questions about
the Society's direction, course of
action for the year, and to elect board
members. 2004 is a year of big
changes for the Society, and we hope
you will make your best effort to
attend.

Outgoing President Michael
'Williams will conduct the meeting.
He will report on the Society's
activities in 2003, its current
condition, and preside over the
election of new officers and directors.
Most of our current directors have
agreed to serve another term and will
be listed on the nominating slate with
any new potential candidates.'We also

Society Announces Annual Meeting
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Post-Holiday Party

Saturday, January 24, 2004
6:00 to-11:00 p.m.

at the home of
Richard & Lauri Concaildi

2651. W. Coyle
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Movie palaces - architectural gems
The grand movie palaces built in the early 20'r'century

captured movie magic for an eager public. People could
socialize and enjoy a movie or a stage show most any night
of the week.

The movie palaces were also architectural gems, and a

few of the old facades can still be seen in Rogers Park and

\Xiest Ridge. The Granada Theatre, at 6427 N. Sheridan,

was built in 1.928 by the Marks Brothers, who owned other
small neighborhood theaters in the ciry and capped off their
chain with the construction of a twin of the Granada at
Mirdison and Crirwford calling it "The Marbro". Both were

of Spanish motif and quite large as was the trend of the
new theaters of the day. Not only were they symmetrically
beautiful and spacious, they were ornately appointed in
every detail. They symbolized elegance, and their pipe
organs were of the latest design.

The formirts of these large theaters were pretry much
alike. First run pictures plus a stage show became the norm.
The stage show changed weekly, running generally from
Friday through the ensuing Thursday.

An rrccomplished bandleader and his group had singers,

dancers and vaudeville acts that were generally quite good.

All in all, one got his money's worth most of the time.
The Granada ancl its counterpart, the Marbro, had twcr

orchestr:r leaders :rnd their bands: Charles Kaley and Benny

Merofl who alternated each week, with new stage shows,
and becirme qttite acceptecl and often eagerly anticipated
each week.

Two blocks north, at 5670 N. Sheridan, the Northshore
Theatre was constructed about 1912 and was set a way

back frorn the sidewalk. It was a typical small theater, with
the front arch and close-by stores being constructed from
red and green terr.t cotta glazed bricks, differing from the

usual green ancl white bricks that, even to this day, mark
the sites of many old theirters arottnd Chicago.

Movirrg north it block ,rncl ir half, wirs the Regent The:ltre
at 67 42.It varied in construction in that it was much larger
than the run-of-the-mill theater, and the lobby extended
horizontally the entire width of the building. In the 1930s

its name was changed to "The 400" and later was modified
to accommodate rwo or three screens. At one time, if one

figured he had "missed" a particular picture, it was often
said, "It hasn't been to the 400 yet."

At 1330 \WI Morse, the unpretentious Morse Theatre
was built in l914.lt reopened as "The Coed" in the 1930s

as quite an acceptable show place. The theater
accommodated the many tenants residing in the newly
constructed apartments in the area in the wake of the post
Depression. Later it served as a synagogue and is now the

site of the Cobblers Mall.

The Hou,ard Theatre, opened in 1918, flor-rnshed for
nran)',years at 163-5 W H<xvard. It r"'as very spacior'rs ancl

had an imposing exterior. It scernec'l ttl allr'at's have a

reirscln:rble listing of fairlv Llte run picrLtres end hac'l its nlrrtlt'
devotees. It closec'l irbout the miclclle seventies. The origirral
firgade, lobbv and stores rentain toclar' but the tl-reate r irself
is nor'r, apartments.

'West on Hou,ard, past the Elevated. was the Norshore
Theatre at 7749 

'W Hou';rrd. It u'as another fine effort of
the Balaban ancl Katz enterprises. hut bv no nleans u"as it
comparable to their flagships elsen'here in the cit.v. It rvas

big and comfortable and had stage shorvs atlcl tl'i.ls consiclered

irbove average b1'the clientele. It featlrred Al Kvrrle anc'l his

band, and it rvas here that Ginger Rogers got hcr stilrt as a

vocaIist. The stor-v was that she had been a c]ancer in the

chorr,rs r'vho rnacle the most of an opportunitl: The btrilclirlg
r.l'rrs clemolished in the earll' 1960s irncl gal'e \\'i1)' to the
lirrge Berrefit Tiust l-ifc Insurancc Cornpanv bLrilding' This
structure wirs torn clo"l'n vu'ith a fe"l' <lthers ttl nlake rvir}' for
the Gaterva,v Plaza.

One memorable cvent that u'lrs horn of thc Depressiot-t

wirs "Discoverl' Night." All the therlters soorl fell in ll'ith
this phenonlenon. On a certirin night errch neek. to sptlr
attenclance, theaters begrrtt offcrirtg crr-sh 1-,nzcs for pctlple
lr,ho u'oulcl conre forth ancl entertlrill ill tl'rclr o\\'11 \\'a-v.

N'Ian1'srlng, man)'dartcecl, rrttcl rrt lelrsr otle PCr\oll per nigllt
r'r'oLtlcl plav the srtu'uitl-r a violin lrou. \\.h,rr sorrtc people
nould clo to tr. r() \\'itt S-l cltdn't see lll to re tllril.t rvitirirl the
boLrnrlrrries of rerrlin.! lltrt thcre ri cre Lrtlglls trrllrrllirecl. Also,

some thellters i-tsecl clrshes l.ttltl silVerri ilre to .lrrract all
auclie nce.

To be corttinuecl irt rtext issue.

No/r.' Mo-sl of this article tt'as tttkett irrtrtt rttrc u'rittetr b1'

llctrrn Cougblin for tbe Sociel1'! Nel{'-(/c/rcl itt tlte '\turutter
of 1988.

See relatecl theater photos on Ptrges 6 & 7.

JoNerHnN DrxoN, P.C. LAw OFFICES

1532 North Milwaukee Avenue, Suite #203
Chicirgo, Illinois 60622

(773) 2s2-e510

ionathandixonPc(ir aol.com

Concentratrng n Elder, Personal lnlury & Real Estate Law
Free Initial Consultation

Rogers Park Resident &
Rogers Park/West Hidge Historical Society Board Member
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From the President
By Michael F. Williams

This January will mark the end of my rhree-year term
as Presidenr of the Society. It has been very satisfying
serving in this capacity, but family and orher
considerations now take precedence in my life.

My history with rhe Society goes back to 1987, when
I, with a small group of preservation-minded residents,
attempted to save the historic Granada Theatre. \7e soon
merged with the Rogers Park Historical Society in our
fight, bolstering resources and coming close to saving
the magnificent theater. While disappointing, the
experience taught me the power a historical society can
have and the important role the organizarions play in
the community.

Two of the most fulfilling accomplishmenrs I've hacl

with the Society were the history books I played a role
in producing. Chicago's Far North Side: An lllustrated
History of Rogers Park and\X/est Ridge and Neighborhoods
Within Neighborhoods: Twentieth Century Life on
Chicago's Far North Side have sold over 8,000 copies in
the last three years, an amazing eccomplishment for a

local historical sociery. My hope is that they will serve as

examples for other area historical societies - that there
is a great interest in local hisrory, and thar the projects
will pay for themselves.

Most satisfying of all has been the opporturriry to
meet and work with the many volunteers that keep the
Society going. This organization doesn'r run by itself -it takes a lor of manpower to keep it going - and these
are the heroes of the Society. People like Mary Borke,
who seem to sign-up for every acriviry, and ask for nothing
in return. That is whar I will miss the mosr, ancl I
encourage those in the community who have the time to
give to get more involved.

Historic Preservation
The West Ridge Bungalow Association will be

holding an open planning meeting at the Historical
Society Museum, 6424 N. Western, on Monday,
January 12,2004, at 7:00 p.m.

Anyone interested in Chicago bungalows and/
or the Arts & Crafts movement is welcome to join
us! We will be planning meetings and activities for
the coming year, and would like to encourage
suggestions and ideas from all attendants.

For more information, please email Jo Stavig
(stevejo.enteract@rcn.com) or Maribeth Brewer
(mbrewer@rcn.com) or call Jo at773-743-4486,

We hope to see you there January 12t



4 The Historian Winter 2003-2004

A Successful Fall House Tour
The Society's 2003 Fall House Tour on September

14'r' wrts a resouncling success. A little light rain wasn't
enough to dampen spirits, or keep away the nearly 300
,rr.n,l..r. The tour, in part orchestrated by the Society's
Historic Preservation Committee, featured seven fabulous
br-rngalows in the 'West Ridge area around Pratt and
'Wasi-rtena* and St. James Presbyterian Church'

'We especially thank the home owners for participating
in this y",,.', tour: Craig Brandt & Laurie 'Woolverton,

Greg & Maribeth Brewer, Ashish & Colleen Sen' Frank
& Ann Galpa, Richard Concaildi & Lauri Datta-Concaildi,
Frank Pokorny & Nancy Jane Lauren and Thomas Wesely'
'We would also like to thank Dr. I(aren Carlson, Principal
of Boone School, and the Rev. Stuart Smith and the staff
Irr St. J:llIes for their assistance'

Speciirl thanks to co-chairs Mary Borke and Mary Jo
Doyle; to Mike'Williams, Jim Kirkpatrick and Jo Stavig
for their exceptional work on the house tour booklet and
to :rll the other cledicated volunteers.

For upcoming community events, visit rogerspark.com,
our neighborhood community website funded by
Michael Glasser of the Rogers Park Builders Group'

A Very Special Announcement
For all of you who have been wiriting so patientll',

the Society's first historical book Chicago's Far North
Sicle: An Illustrated History of Rogers Park and West
Riclge is uow available. You crrn order copies from the
third printitrg, dirtecl November 2003, (thank you all for
yoLlr tremendous sr.rpport) through our website at
www.rpwrhs.org, by mail, by phone or in person at the
Society office (please call aheacl').

Onr second book Neigbborboods \Within

Neighborboods: Tutentieth Century Life on Chicago's Far
North Side is also avirilable in the same manner'

Both books make unique holiclay gifts for the person
who has almost everything, has lots of memories of our
wonderful neighborhood or for anyone who wants to
find out some iuteresting facts about where they currently
live.

If you have previously placed an order for the first
book with us, we will contact you by phone or email' If
you do not hear from us in the next two weeks, please
contact us again.

If feasible, we will mail out the book(s) in time for
the holidays.

Hi st orical Book Com rrt it t e e

Contact Person - MarY Jo DoYle
773-764-4079 or 764-240L (home)

Calend ar of Events

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

MUSEUM/OFFICE CLOSED
Mon. Dec. 22,2003 - Tire. Jan. 6,2004
Open by appointment during this time.
Leaue messdge dt (773) 754'4078 or 764-2401

Mon. .|an 12 - 7Pm
West Ridge Bungalow Association Meeting
For info, see article on Page 3-

Sat.Jan.24- 6- 1LPm
Society Post-Holiday PartY
For infct, see article on Page 1.

Wed. Feb. 11 - 7pm
Society Annual Meeting & Elections
Devon Bank - 6445 N. Western
For info, see article on Page 1.

Sat. Mar. 6 - 1Oam- 2Pm and
Sun.Mar.7-l-4Plm
RP WR Historrc.rl S,'e ter"
N4useum Open Hottse ,ln,-l
Photo Sortir-ig & DistriL'Lrriorl
6,+2.+ N. \X,'esrern

For ittfct. set' ,trticle orr P,lgc ,t.

Sat. Mar. 1.3 - 9 - 11am
Northeastern Illinois (N.E.lL)
Historical Council Quarterly meeting
(For info, call 773-754-4078.)

No House Tour in 2004
No, we aren't shelving our biggest yearly

event, lust taking a different track in 20041 'We've

recently sold our long time home at 6424 N'
Western Avenue, and are actively looking for a new
space to buy or rent.

'We rvill continue to stay on in our present
location as tenants of the new owner until
September 30,2004.

Because of the logistics of an impending move,
ancl the amount of work needed to host the house
tour. the board voted to provide a traveling
multimedia exhibit of our past tours in lieu of the
walking tour.

The spring and summer newsletters will have
more details on the traveling exhibit. The house
tour will return in the fall of 2005.

I
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Long-Kogen Realtors
Steve Tres, Vice President

(773) 764-6500

Serzting the Rogers Park and West Ridge
Communities Since 1932

Gbc Sllcltltlll
Phone: 3121432-1800
Fax: 3121432-9813;sfttc

C[ultt1! $ruc
FLORlST CO,

$le 1932

1746 W. Addison St / 1640 W. Fulton St
P.O. Box 12149, Chicago, lL 60612

Florers, Plants, Balloons, Fruit and Gourmet Baskets,
Stufied Animals, etc.

Delivery to 150+ Suburbs Place your order 24 hours a day.

Delta Audio Repain
Est. 1979

Steneos o TVs o VCRs o CD Playens

$1O.OO off any nepair oven $50 twith this adl
Offer expires lVlarch 31 ,2OO4

Helping to Build
Strong Communities

Devon Bank EverTthing you want from a bank...and more
Llcallr owrrerl: we're really part ol our communities
Per*rrializeJ Serr rce: we cird deeplv about our customers and our communities
Serving ou r conrmunitrcs krr rrr er 5ivears: we're independent, family owned and here to stav

EVON BAIYK
r'n rl tlt,r orrL,ank.eonr (;;l (jr s l;) lh5 l:{r(}

Member FDIC 6
Seruing the Community for over 55 Yeare

Misericordia
Heart of Mercy lMisericordia's

GREENHOUSE INN
& GIFT SHOPS
6300 N. Ridge
7731973-6300I,

Serving a delicious luncheon menu
Tue.-Fri. 11:00 A.M. - 2:30 P.M.

The lnn & shops offer job opportunities
for young people with mental disabilities

Free Estimates-/nsu red-Reasonable Rafes

RAVEN DECORATING, INC.
1933 W. Chase
(773) 973-3590

WATER DAMAGE REPAIRED
We have worked on RPHS Tour Houses

Give us a call.
DAN RAVEN-SOCIETY MEMBER

Coast to Coast Total Hardware
6942 North Western Avenue
Chicago Illinois
773 743 19tt

Open 8am - 7pm Mon. - Fri.
Sat. Sam - 6pm Sun. 10am - Spm

GoasttoGoast.
7054 N. Clark Street 773-764-3634

Antique Restorations
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From the
Archives
Scertes ctf s<'nte of the thedtet's in the Rogers Park and \X/est

Ritlge crtturtrttrities. ("Scc related rrrticle on Page 2')

l. Nightinre vieu' of tl.re Granircla Tl.reatre, 192.6'

2. Norshore Therrtre, 1926' (C.ourtesv of the Chicago

Historical Socren'.)

3. Patrons in lobbr', Norshore Theatre, 1926 (Cotrrtesv oi
the (.hicago Strrr-Tinres.)

4. Ho*'ard Therrtre orchestra pit' c. 192'0'

.t. Adelphi T'heatre , c. errrlv l9.i0s. (Crrurte sv of the

Tlrcatre Historicrrl Societt of Alrle ric:r')

(r. Hon'rrrtl Therrtre llullcling, 1962. (CoLrrresv oi the

Chicrrgo Hisrorical Societv.)

7. N-ortostt l-helitre tttlknou'tl clrrre. ((,tlrirtesr of the

Therrtre Flistoncrl Socicrv of Arlericrr')

E. ( ine J-ire atre. c. 1 9.1-l . ((.orrrtcsv oi the Theatre

F{istoricrrl Sttcien' tli Arllerica.)

9. Rrilge Thertrre . c' i 940. (Courtcsv oi rlle J-herrtre

Historic;ti Srlcren' of Anrericrr.)

1

2

rtltt*it ittt
4

i

lltl 3tt$ltttr
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Society in transition
September 30, 2003 was a historic day for the Rogers

Park/West Ridge Historical Society. 
'We purchased our

building on October 30, 1.99 5 after renting for four years'
Now with the sale of the building completed, the

search is on for a new home for the Society.'We will stay
in our current location on 

'Western north of Devon as

tenants until September 30, 2004. A real estafe committee
has been formld to explore both purchase and rental
options. Basically we are looking for:
. 1,200- 1.600 square feet
. 3-5 rooms
. Close ro public transportation
o 1-2 parking spaces
. Handicap accessible
. Good HVAC (for the archival material)

An ideal location would be on Ridge Avenue, the
common border of our two communities' The area from
Clark west to \X/estern would also be desirable' If you
have a property, or know of someone (who knows
,orn.on"!1 with a potential space, please call us at 773-
764-4078. 'We would like to make the move as easy as

possible, allowing us to continue serving the ommunity'
In preparation for the many changes, a future

planning session was held for our board of directors on
Thursday morning, October 16, at the museum'
Facilitator Rhonda Goldstein conducted the meeting and
kept us on track. Many items need to be resolved and
members volunteered for the tasks.

Recent Donations
Tom Bowler, Society member, donated a set of photos

that he recently took of the 1905 Prairie Style house at
21,1,4W. Estes. His wife K.T. put the photos on a special
website for viewing.

Sharon Chropkowski donated Breiter family photos
circa early 1900s and a copy of their family tree'

Edward Coussens, Society member, donated a large
oil painting of Hervey Keeler, owner of the Rogers Park
'sfaier'Works in the 1880s. The painting came from the
Masonic Lodge in \Tilmette.

Barbara Orloff Litt, Boone graduate, donated several
class photos from Field and Boone Schools dated 1'954-
1.961..

Ann Mclntyre donated an abstract of 2334'W' Estes
from Chicago Title & Tiust dated March 28,1922'

Ed Nelson, Society member, donated a photograph
of the Barstow home at Norwood & Ravenswood circa'
1960s.

Sandra Perez, Society member, donated class photos
from Armstrong School dated L996-2003, Armstrong
Mail photos from January 2001', and items from the
\Tarren Park 2003 youth baseball team including a

baseball signed by the plaYers.
Carla Price, Society member, donated two hatboxes

marked Shirk's Personality Hats, 7051 N. Clark, Est'
1.926.

Richard Reeder, Society member, donated yearbooks
from Mather High School, 1.962 A.1,963. Mayor Daley's
sister, Patricia a teacher, is pictured.

Chuck Stepner, Society member, donated a booklet
Greater Prosperity through Marketing Researcb 'The First
40Years of A. C. Nielsen Compdny' by Arthur C' Nielsen
Sr., dated April1964.

Pam Stiebler, Society member, donated a copy of her
father John McKinzie's Registration Card from
Armstrong School dated May 23,1921and his Progress
Report from third to eighth grade.

Diane Sofiakes donated her brother Harold Edward
Swanson's 1948 Senn yearbook and information about
Robert Noble, an area resident who delivered Meals on
\Theels until the age of 97 in 1976.

Photo archive Proiect on target . .
In the fall issue of tht newsletter we announced that

the Rotary Club of Chicago Rogers Park agreed to fund
the Society's PACP (Photograph Archives Cataloging
Project) by adopting it as their Centennial Project' The
project will continue througholt 2004 and into 2005,
when Rotary International will celebrate its 100'r'
birthday.

As you know, the Society has a vast collection of
memorabilia, personal items and black and white photos
in its possession. Many of the photos have been featured
in The Historian, as well as in our two books; Chicago's
Far North Side: An Illustrated History of Rogers Park and
West Ridge, and Neighborboods within Neighborhoods:
Twentieth Century Life on Chicago's Far North Side'

The Society purchased Past Perfect, a software
program to assist us in scanning and archiving our photos'
\7eie also joined the American Association of State and
Local Historical Societies, which allowed us to buy Past

Perfect at discount, and will also allow us to network
with other groups involved in similar projects.

Here's your chance to get involved. On Saturday and
Sunday, March 6A7 2004, we will have an Open House
and photo sorting party. Volunteers are needed to help
u, ,ort pictures, and to greet potential new members'
Have a good time and help support this important work!

It could have been historic
Many of our members attendecl Cub Games to root

for their favorite team during September and October,
especially at the playoffs. Congratulations to the 2003
Chicago Cubs for giving the fans a gteat and memorable
season.



Eleanor Mars - A Very Special Person
By Mary to Doyle

Eleanor Mars was a fixture in rhe Rogers Park communiry.
I met her shortly after we starred the Historical Sociery in July
of 197 5 . From then unnl 1993, she rarely missed any of our
semi-monthly meetings at the Rogers Park Library.

In 1994 we starred to hold meetings at our museum near

Devon and'Western and, lo and behold, for many years she

hopped on the 155 Bus and came ro many meetings, programs

and events at the museum.

Above all, she was a dedicated volunteer. She worked at

our annual fallhouse tour from its inception in 1985 until just

the past two years. She would sit at a table in front of one of
the houses for the entire five hours on a Sunday afrernoon and

greet everyone as they lined up for the nexr rour. That way she

would always have the chance to see each person at least once

ayear. Many of them were good friends of hers who saw her

throughout the year ar various activities including our holiday
party in January our annual meeting/volunteer recognition,

our spring event, andlor our Founders Day event in July. She

rarely missed one of these and helped out tremendously.
People would hover around the dessert table when they

knew it was time for the goodies to be brought out. Her famous

rum cake (recipe was in a previous newsletter) was the item
they all wanted ro rasre. fu much as I loved that, I think her
pineapple upside-down cake was the best. She ofren made

many other delicious items, including brownies and cookies,

for the events.

Eleanor supporred many neighborhood organizations
including the Rogers Park Community Council and CApS.

She received a "spirit of Rogers Park" award in 1995 from
RPCC and was always talking about rhe positive side of the

area, never the negative.

She became a life member in our Sociery many years ago,

contributed to our Building and Museum Funds and received

several recognition certi fi cates as an "Outstanding Vo lunteer ".
Menyn Ruskow, a very close friend of hers from 1250 !il

Morse, has known her for more rhan 25 years and they have

lived in the same building for 14 years.

Jeanetfe Statland, another life member, and Eleanor were
dear friends and the rwo of them and myself went many places

fo/dcz Toarh

7004 N. California Ave

Chicago, lL 60645
773-465-3994

Hours: Tue.-Sat. - 10 am to 6 pm
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together over the years. Both of thern were actually like my
second mother. They were friends of my own mother before
she passed away in 1982. Jeanere passed away in March of
2002 at the age of 90 and now Eleanor who celebrated her
94'r'birthday in October, passed away on November 16.

Cathy Keenan Remembered
By Mary Jo Doyle

Catherine E. Keenan joined the Rogers Park Historical
Society in1986 and became one of our most loyal volunteers.
This was during the early stages of the Society newsletter and

she would ofren come ro my house ro help wirh the ediring.
Cathy taught me how NOT to use an apostrophe when you
refer to decades - 1920s.1930s, etc.

Our Sociery often holds a holiday parry inJanuary followed
soon after by our annual meeting, a spring event in April, our
Founders Day event in July and, most importandy, our fall
house tour. Cathy helped on all of these over rhe years.

Every event was special due to the litle rhings that Cathy
always thought about - doilies, elegant dishes, prerry plares

and napkins. Bur more than anything, she was always cleaning
up so that when it was fime to leave, the place looked spotless

and people would ofren remark that it was cleaner than when
we arrived.

In 7991, the Sociery headquarters moved from my home
on Farwell to a faciliry ar Devon and Western. This was to
celebrate the annexation of the villages of Rogers park and
lffest Ridge to the Ciry of Chicago. Cathy helped rremendously
during those two-plus years. The actual 21-month celebration
was beyond belief. During rhis time she often stayed at the

office with me until one or two in the morning. Fornrnately
we both lived less than five minures away, so we could get

home quickly, fall in bed (l don't know if she did that) and get
ready for the next day. ln 1996, Cathy was named Society

Volunteer of the Year and her name is listed on the permanent
plaque at the museum.

Cathy passed away Seprember 6 and, according to her
wishes, did not have a wake. A beautiful memorial mass was
held on Sarurday, October 4 with a few Sociery members in
attendance. The 2003 fall house rour was dedicated in
Cathy's memory.

Reina S. DiarnonJ
Cl.,a,t", Re.siJe.nt ol tLe Il,,tarl Cl"L

"l. Cl'i''ri''-l{1r1r1'r': Ilt'lt t ]tril I t,

Il.uLe. r\ssociate ot C,.,l,l,,,ell Ilo,.rl.",,,

Evanston, Ccrrtral Strect
O

S, rte tLe
Rogcrs e I{ist,,rical Societv

For information, call 847 -425-37 86
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Volunteer Corner
By Jonathan Dixon, Volunteer Seruices Director

During the past few weeks, new volunteers have
offered their time and talents to the Society' Robert Case
and Brenna Ohlson are now working on a major proiect
to index our 7,000 photos. Oded Cohen is working
hard to help sort, clean, file, and pack in preparation
for our future move. Radin Kahanek has been giving
excellent service on computer input.

\7e still have some great opportunities if you have
the time to share iust a few hours a month''We promis-e
that once you try volunteering, you'll be glad you did!

For instance, do you have a couple of hours to spare
on one or two Thursdays a month? Sue Sosin,
membership director, could use some help addressing
and stamping reminder postcards' If you have some
time, she .orld use you between the hours of 11am
and 3pm.

I personally thank our steady volunteers, Marty
Schmidt, Mary Borke, Sue Sosin, Jackie Dupon and Pat
Hereford for their continued service. Thanks also to
Ben Sangtrash and Chuck Stepner who have recently
.o*. orr- board as new regular volunteers. 'We are all
looking forward to the rerurn of volunteer Carl Robst
after the first of the Year.

Ed Nelson is a unique volunteer. He never stops
coming by and offering his very special talent' He has
...ut.J nametags for the directors and volunteers and
signs for various functions. 'We also deeply appreciate
his donation of a Cannon color printer.

Welcome to Suzy Tiavers-Byster who is currently in
training as an administrative assistant and data entry
operat;r. She has also been donating several hours a

*..k to help with a myriad of essential tasks'
Congratulations to Pat O'Neal, former board

-.mber"and museum volunteer, on her upcoming 70th
birthday. Happy BirthdaY Pat!

A very spicial thank you to all of the volunteers
who worked so hard to make the 18th Fall House Tour
a huge success.

Please call the Society at (773) 764-4078 or you
can reach me at (773) 252-9610. 'We would be happy
to talk to you more about how you can get involved'
Thanks in advance

What'We've Been Doing
On Saturday, September 6, the Society participated in

the annual St. Margaret Mary Chuck'Wagon Dinner' Mary
Borke, Mary Jo Doyle, Pat Hereford and Mervyn Ruskow
greeted the people, sold books and promoted the upcoming
fall house tour.

Saturday, September 20, was the date of the first annual
Rogers Park Flea Market. Mary Borke and Pat Hereford
,rr-r, orr. table to promote the Society and sell books'

On Tuesday, September 30, Michael N7illiams, Mary
Jo Doyle and Mary Borke accompanied our attorney Burt"R.if 

do*n,own to Chicago Title and Tiust for the closing
on our building at 6424 N. 'Western. The new owner,
Muhammad Baig, was present with his wife and three sons'

Mary Borke and Mary Jo Doyle had a Society
promotional table at the St. Jerome 50'r' Grammar School
,ernion on Saturday, October 25. Graduates David Bryant
and Ethel Dee Makely donated class photos'

On Saturday, November 8, our Society hosted the
Northeastern Illinois (N.E.lL) Historical Council quarterly
meeting. Representatives from many Societies attended'

Joan Eianich Erecutire Director of the Winnetka Historical
Sociery presented a lecture and video on the Schmidt-
Burnham Log house, built c. 1840, that was donated to
the Society and moved to a new location this past May'

Changes Coming for The Historian
2004 is right around the corner, and with the New
Year, the Society will produce three newsletters,
rather than the current four seasonal issues' The
format will be changed to a March/Apri1, July/August,
and November/December issue. The Board voted on
this for several reasons:
. Using community newspapers to update the public

on ou activities, rather than relying heavily on
the longer-shelf-life newsletter. For instance, the
house tour is one of the Society's biggest events,
requiring a summer production deadline of the
falinewsletter to provide a long enough lead-time
to our members. Relying on the immediacy of a

newspaper will allow us to publicize in a timely
fashion.

. Ease in planning and productionl lower costs'

. Time .ffi.i.n.y for our volunteers and
contributing board members. While memberships
help to fund the operating costs, volunteers do
most of the SocietY's work.

Remember, too, that the Society is always interested
in hearing your stories about growing up in Rogers
Park and'West Ridge for the Looking Back column'
Submissions are welcome by regular mail or email'

WE NEED YOU!
We need Society members who are willing to serve
on the Board of Directors Ior 2004-2005, particularly
a Treasurer experienced in accounting and

-suAgetrng li-ro-u have the appropriate work
experience and need an outlet for your skills, won't
you consider serving on the board? Call the
Society aL773-764-4078 for more information.
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Announcements
Congratulations to:

Alan Goldberg, Marty Max and all the others who
were presented awards by the Rogers Park Community
Council for their service to our community.
Special Thanks to:

Syed 1X/ahajuddin Ahmed for his dedication and hard
work as our treasurer during the past two years.

Speedy Recovery to:
Jim Kirkpatrick and Mervyn Ruskow at home afrer

hip replacement surgeries and Carl Robst back ar home
following back surgery.
Condolences to:

The family and friends of Cathy Keenan, longtime
Society member, who passed away September 6. (See

article on Page 9.)
Karen, Torn and Jim Mars and all the other family

members and friends of Eleanor Mars, Society Life
Member and volunteer, who passed away November 16.

(See article on Page 9.)
The sister and the many friends of Dorothea

Federgren, former head of the Rogers Park Branch
Library, who passed away in November.

The family and friends of Ruth Shatzel, who passed

away in June at her son's in Oregon. Ruth was an early
Society board member and a longrime member and
volunteer of the Friends of the Rogers Park Library.

tlemDership Benelits
o Home delivery of our quarterly newsletter The Historian
o Knowledge you are helping preserve the history of your

community.
o Discounts on Society publications, merchandise and

reproductions of photographs in our collections,
o Discounts on special Society tours and events.
o Ability to participate in Society elections, as well as serve on the

Society's Board and Committees.
o Sponsor level members and above receive invitations to

special Society events.

---K-
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Membership Update
By Sue Sosin, Membership Director

As was stated in the fall newsletter issue, dues are being
increased effective January 1, 2004. The chart below shows
the new rdtes. Any payment postmarked up to December
31,2003 will be accepted ar the old rate.

If your membership dues expired in December 2002
or later, you may have received a postcard or f\,vo from the
Society reminding you ro pay your dues.'We have continued
to send newsleffers to many former members who have

not paid dues.
However, if you have not paid your 2001or 2002 dues,

or if you have not responded to our postcards and are at
least six months in arrears, you will not be receiving future
newsletters in rhe mail. If you are in this caregory, your
newsleffer will be stamped (one last time) to thar effect.
Your newsletter label does show your membership
expiration date. If you wish ro remain a member and
continue to receive newsletters, please send you dues in
today.

'We hope that you will maintain your membership to
help us continue our mission and support our archives and
educational programs.

The Membership Committee wishes allour members a

wonderful holiday season and a happy and prosperous 2004.

Membership Ghart Eflectiue Jan.
Gategory Abbr Period
Life (L)

Donor (D) Annuat

Sustaining (Su) Annual

Sponsor (Sp) Annual

Family (F) Annuat

lndividual (l) Annuat

Senior/Student (S) Annual

Nonprofit/lnstitional (N) Annuat

Business (B) Annual

Business Sponsor (BS) Annual

1,2004
Dues

$7s0

200

100

50

35

20

12

25

100

250

Rogers Park4i{est Ridge Historical Society
Application for Membership andlor Holiday parry

(see memhership iharr ahove)

2004 Membership: N._y ..' Renewal _ category _ Horiday party: _ No. persons

E n c r o s e d Il :':H l?::'fl 11 " g 
; 
jfi :;f# Tj:ffi I#i. ilffi i *.,.,,

Name Telephone E-Mail

Adcl ress Sratc Ziyt

fl I u,oulcl like to volLrnteer ar rhe Socieni

City

N{ail to: RPiV,R Hisrorical Socien.; 6,+24 N. Western Ave.. Ciricagt_., IL 6064.i
2003- r 2

I

I
I

I
!
.t

I
I
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SENIOR
Frank & Cynthia Moscowitz

FAMILY
Steve Albertson &

Jody Reeme and Steven &
Peder Albertson* Craig'Brandt &
Laurie Woolverton

Christopher Eaton &
Judith West

Dr. Kirt Edly & Tim Mathias

THANKS FOR RENEWING
Mary & Jeanette Kebisek
Rich & Nina Landen
Chris & Deborah Lowe
David & Diana tt/lcGinn
Tom & Mary Pat McKenna

and Jude & Uam
David & Loretta Orr

and Jeffrey, Irlichael,
Arturo & Elena

James & Robin RumseY
Christopher Rutt &

Cheryl Bye
Jafar & Terri Sangtrash

and Ben, Lily & Rosalie
and StaceY Sherrill

It4ichael Skelley &
Thomas Neises* Dennis & Ellen Weinstein

Paul & Sally Zink

DONOR
Susan (Levin) Neumann
Robert Packer

HONORARY
Thom Wesely

INDIVIDUAL
Loretta Alpern
David Badesch
l\4iles Beitler
Thomas Brueck* Robert Case
Ellen Eslinger* Harvey Friedman* Hy Goldberg
Barbara lsaacson
Lenora Knudson* Robert Levin* Nevin Liber
tVarge Ludwig
Jackie l\4oore
Edward Mouradian
Donald Nelson
lVlichael O'Brien
Robert Rashkow
Phyllis Shapps
Sharon Share
Judith Rae Swanson
Nancy Vander
Lily Venson

* Franklin & Catherine King
Edward & Rita Koehler* Jan & Carleen LorYs
David Newman &

Heidi Goldfein* Joe & Amy Olszewski
Christopher & Susan Paluch

and Anya* Steven Sams & Karin Victoria* Glenn & MarilYn ShiPleY
and William

Martin & Olive Siegel
Gordon & Marge Stromberg* Justin & Diane Sugar

SPONSOR
Eugene Ruth

DONOR
Chris Boebel & Glenna Eaves
Richard Concaildi &

Laurette Datta-Concaild i

tt/itchell Morgenstern

LIFE
Jim & Sally Kirkpatrick

* 3-year membershiP

Note: Members listed under
"Thanks {or Renewing"
may have received a
renewal postcard if dues
recently Paid were lor a
prior year(s).

Non-Pro{it
Organization

U.S. Postage Paid
Chicago, IL 60645
Permit No. 5830

* 3-year membershiP

RPAVR HS Website
In the future, our wehsite will be updated on a bi-monthly
basis. tWeb contents include: Society Information' History,
Museum, Photo Gallery, News, Calendar, Historical Book,
Membership, Sponsors and many interesting and informative
links to other sites. Suggestions are welcome.

6424 N. Western Ave.
Chicago, lL 60645'5422

ffours
Wed. & Fri. 10 am - 5 Pm
Thu.-2nd&4thonly 7-9Pm

Other davs and times, call lor
appointment' 177il 764-4078

Visit our website at
www.rpwrhs.org

FAMILY
Paul & Karen Andrus
Christine Ellicott &

Christine lnserra
Rudolf & Lillian Galfi* Edward & Emily Gross* Michael & Molly HaPner

and Helen & Bridget
Gerald Kaiser &

Maureen Peifer
James & Ann KePler

,.*$
a*''

Ct

?001

INDIVIDUAL
John P Anderson* Lenore Borash
Licia Chiazim
Judge Ronald Davis
Edith Harshbarger
Elaine lgelman
Suzanne Johnson* Joan Katz
lda tt/lcBride

(Sparks, NV)
Beverle (Horowitz) Miller
Hank lvlorris
Kimberly Perez-CamPos
Suzanne UlPh
Dan Vonder Heide


