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Fall House Tour Highlights Bungalows

The Society’s 18th Annual Fall
House Tour on Sunday, September 14,
will kick off ar Boone School, 6710 N,
Washtenaw, two blocks east of
California. Tickers are §15.00 in
advance, or $18.00 on the day of the
tour. Reservations are strongly
recommended, as there is limited ticker
availability. Call the Society at 773-764-

Cataloging Project
By Steve Rowe, Society Director

As many of you know, the Sociery
has a large collection of photographs
that document the history of Rogers
Park and West Ridge. You're probably
most familiar with the picrures used in
the two books published in the past
three years; Chicago's Far North Side:
An lllustrated History of Rogers Park
and West Ridge, and Neighborhoods
within Neighborhoods: Twentieth
Century Life on Chicago's Far North
Side. You may have also noticed that
we fearure selected photos from the
archives in each newsletter. In facr, the
Society’s photo archives are its largest
collection of documents. Containing

4078, or visit our web-site at
www.rpwrhs( aol.com.

This vear's tour includes a bungalow
wrapped in terra cotta, one featuring
leaded glass in the living room, dining
room and sunroom, and, of course,
examples of the classic Chicago
bungalow. The all-bungalow lineup will
also show off some amazing feats of
renovation in keeping
with  the Historic
Chicago Bungalow
Inittative. See article on
Page 2. Informartion on
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how to register vour
bungalow with rhe
program will also bhe
available on the tour.

Onie of the six bungalows
on this year's house tour.

New! Photograph Archives

over 7,000 images, they tell the story
of the establishment, development and
growth of Rogers Park and West Ridge.
In order to manage this large collection
and make it accessible to the public,
the Society has recently decided to
create an electronic caralog of irs
photograph archives.

[n July, the Rotary Club of Chicago
Rogers Park agreed to provide funding
for this important work by adopting
it as their Centennial Project — Rotary
International will celebrate its 100"
anniversary in 2005. Thanks to their
generous support, the Society will be
working over the next 18 months to

Continued on page 2
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Bungalow Fans Have Helping Hands

By Victoria Brown Rubin, Editor

Chicago is known all over the world for its beautiful
architecture. Burnham, Sullivan and Wright all made their
mark here. The Chicago Bungalow is another contriburion
1o the world of architecture, no less storied or beloved.

Thanks to readily available financing, generations of
immigrants moved from rental housing ro home
ownership. Between 1910 and 1940 more than 80,000
bungalows were built in the development that reached in
all directions -- from the South East Side ro the Far North
Side of Chicago.

While “bungalow™ has become a general term for a
small house or corrage, it specifically refers to the brick
homes associated with the Arts & Crafts movement of the
carly 20th Century. With detailed windows, stained glass,
pitched roof and stonework, the one and one-half story
bungalow exudes at once a sense of stability and charm.

Today, though, Chicago’s aging bungalows need
renovarion and/or additions. Onc of the bungalows featured
on this year's rour at 6701 N. Rockwell, was purchased a
little over two vears ago by Mariberth Brewer and her
husband, Greg. I just really like this style of house, and
we've alwavs lived in older homes. We'd lived in other cities,
too, and I found it frustrating that they didn’t have che
same neighborhood feel that we have here, two-flats tor a
few blocks, bungalows, what-have-you.” Srill, Maribeth and
Greg faced considerable rehabbing when they bought the
house.

“It had a bad 60’s remodeling job™, she relates; “pink
wall-to-wall carper, flower power wallpaper, aqua tiles
covering the original. The fireplace and bookcases flanking
it had been removed, and the stained glass was gone. It just
had nothing in keeping with a 1920% style house.”

Maribeth is a design manager for Marshall Fields and
Greg is an architect. “*We prerry much knew whar we were
getting into. We were able to closely approximate the tiles
we had to replace and we closely duplicated the barh. We
still have work to do.” Still, she believes that people don't
need to be scared off of buying and rehabbing a bungalow:
resources are available through the Historic Chicago
Bungalow Initiarive.

The City has a stake in protecting these homes: to
preserve the integrity of their style as well as to ensure that
homeowners have the help they need to upgrade bungalows
to meet the needs of today’s familv. To thar end, the
Bungalow Iniriative was launched three vears ago.

[n partnership with area banks, realtors and builders,
the City is offering a series of incentives to make buying
and restoring a bungalow possible. Along with financing
programs such as the Bungalow Mortgage and the Bungalow
Rehab Tax Credit, the Initiative offers evervthing from

s

Plaster and Drywall 101, to bus tours of bungalows in other
parts of the City, to interior design rips. However, the
program incentives only apply to bungalows thar are
registered with the Initiative. For complete program derails,
including rhe steps to register vour bungalow, visit
www.chicagobungalow.org.

If you're looking for a specific how-to on upgrading
energy efficiency, choosing materials, contractors, etc. for
an older property, vou may also be interested in Restoration
& Renovation Chicago 2003, to be held Seprember 18-20
at Navy Pier. Complete conference programming can be
found ar the web site: wwwirestorationandrenovation.com,

Maribeth and friend/fellow bungalow owner Jo Stavik
were instrumental in helping the Sociery plan this year’s
house our. “We are forming a West Ridge Bungalow
Association under the auspices of the Sociery. A lot of owners
have already registered with Chicago’s Bungalow Initatve,
so we think the interest is there.”™ Maribeth can be reached
via email at mbrewer(e ren.com. Jo can be reached through
stevejo.enteract{e ren.com.

Reina S. Diamond

Charter President of the Rotary Club
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For information, call 847-425-3786

Photo Archives Continned from page 1

complere a database of the phorographs, with idenrifyving
dara and the scanned image. The database will be stored,
maintained, and updared on the Sociery’s compurter
network, evenrually wirh access ro the public ar the
Educational Research Center. We will also produce
teaching packers for local schools and brochures
containing details on the cataloging project.

We are excited that this project will allow the Sociery
to continue irs mission of preserving irs collections and
making them publicly accessible. We have already begun
the initial srages, such as creating an index of
approximately 2,000 photos, and scanning several
hundred. Sometime after the Fall House Tour, we hope
to have volunteers entering data, scanning phoros, and
placing phoros in archival boxes. We hope thar some of
vou will consider donating vour time ro work on rhis

developing project.




























