


The Way It Was
Clark Street in the 1920s

By Eleanor Breiter Dauvis

n the late 20s and 30s, a Mr.

White owned the property at

the northwest corner of

Hermitage and Rogers. On

the corner was a sunken

garden, which he planted and
tended. It was much admired by
those of us who walked to the
Howard El station. The lot was
eventually sold and an apartment
building was erected, leaving just the
house and the lawn.

To the north of the building were
about five nice residences that were
torn down. Vacant lots still exist
there, although for a number of
years they were planted with
vegetable and flower gardens.

Of course, I remember Howard
Street as it used to be — the
Norshore Theater where Al Kvale
and his orchestra held us all
spellbound; the beautiful Broadmoor
Hotel; the Howard Theater; the
Limehouse Restaurant, which was
quite the gathering place for the
young folk; Oberman’s delicatessen,
which was there for many, many
years; and Zender, the florist, and
after that the Howard Florist, owned
and operated by Mrs. Elizabeth
Eischen and her family, later sold to
Rudd Sabey.

In the late 20s, the southeast
corner of Clark and Howard was a
Walgreen Drug Store; it has been the
Gold Coin Restaurant for a long time
now. For many years about that
time, the northeast corner of Clark
and Rogers was a drug store owned
by the Weber family, whose sons
were Hector and Bruno. (This
information is from my husband,
who used to play with the boys
when they all lived in the apartment
building at that corner.)

At the triangle of Clark-Rogers-
Jarvis, Margaret and George Johnson
established a small gas station in
1943, where they were for three

2

years. In 1946 they moved to the
northwest corner of Clark and
Rogers, put a small trailer on the lot,
and were in the auto-equipment-
rental business. In 1952 they bought
the property on Clark just north of
Rogers and operated it until Margaret
sold it in 1983, after George passed
away. Some years prior to that time,
a grocery store was on the corner; it
is now a Walgreen Drug Store.

In about 1920, the southeast
corner of Clark and Rogers was a
Royal Blue grocery store, then a
National Tea. George Moore had his
real estate office to the south — it is
now Captain Nemo’s Restaurant.

For many years in the late 20s,
the Marquis Grocery and Market was
on the south side of Jarvis, just west
of the El and it was owned and
operated by Mr. Marquis and his son.
His daughter Ruth and I were in
Armstrong together. A number of
years ago we visited her in Sarasota,
Fla., where she was in charge of a
mobile home park. An A&P Grocery
Store was on the south side of Jarvis
just east of the El — it is now a
series of smaller stores.

In the early 20s on the west side
of Clark just south of Jarvis there was

(Continued on page 4 )

About the author:

y brother, Ernst J. (Ernie)

and I were born at 1913
Kenilworth Ave., later changed to
Touhy Ave. In 1912, our parents
bought the property at 1845
Kenilworth Ave., (previously
numbered about 420) and Ernie
lived there continuously for 71
years, until he passed away early
in 1983.

When Ken Davis and I married
in 1949, I moved to his home on
Rogers near Ridge. But in 1965 we
moved back to 1845 Kenilworth,
where we lived until we pulled up
stakes and came to Schaumburg
in 1983.

Our grandfather bought a
10-acre plot at 2643 Touby in
1890 which became the family’s
livelibood; truck gardens and
greenhouses. It was sold a number
of times after my grandmother
died.

When Ken and I left Touby to
move to Friendship Village, it was
the first time in 93 years that no
one by the name of Breiter lived
on Touhy Avenue. Rogers
Park/West Ridge encompassed the
area between the lake and the
canal (the North Shore Channel)
and Devon and Howard. Ernie’s
recollection of that area was
recorded on tape for the Rogers
Park Historical Society, but my
memories are centered more on
the area east of Ridge Boulevard.

Clark Street — looking north toward Lunt Avenue — mid 1920s
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Sat. Sept. 5
11:45 am - 12:30 pm
RPHS Program
Show & Guess! Prizes
will be offered for
identifying old items.

Sat. Sept. 12
10:00 am to 4:00 pm
Rogers Park Library
Summer Book Sale

— Calendar of Events

Sun. Sept. 13
11:00 am to 3:30 pm
Prairie Days
Indian Boundary Park

Sun. Sept. 27
Noon - 5:00 pm
RPHS 8th Annual Sat. Oct. 17
Sun. & Mon. Fall House Tour 8:00 - 10:00 pm
Sept. 6 & 7 (see application RP/WR Cent. Comm.
11:00 am to dusk on page 9. Barbershop
50 Fest at Warren Park Harmonizer
Look for the RPHS Show & Afterglow
booth, old photos, etc. Sat. Oct. 3 (see article on page 4)

11:45 am - 12:30 pm
RPHS Program
Camp Douglas
Civil War Talk

Retired Capt.
Ernest Griffin
RP Library

Sun. Oct. 4
1:00 - 4:00 pm
Open House for the
100th Anniversary
Chicago Fire Dept.
California & Rosemont

Tue. Oct. 20
7:00 - 9:00 pm
Local Oral History
Northtown Library
6435 N. California

What We’ve Been Doing

Jackson-Thomas Open House —

Sun. June 14: Owners, Gary and
Sean Brown, and Cyrus Realty held
an open house for this historic
landmark. RPHS board members and
Centennial Commission members
attended this lovely event.

Green Briar Park
Community Day —

Sat. June 27: Mary Jo and John
represented the RPHS at this fun-
filled day. Society & Centennial
materials were distributed to spread
our message to residents in the
southwest corner of our area.

Nortown Civic League 4th Annual
West Rogers Park Open —

Sun. June 28: Lots of members
and neighbors played golf in many
backyards. This year’s theme was
Goofy Goes Hollywood. It was
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enjoyed by many, including some

of our members. Thanks to

Barb Shields who sat watch over our
table and sold calendars, bus tickets,
etc.

RP/WR Centennial
Double-decker Bus Tours —

Sun. June 28 and Aug. 9th: Over
150 people participated in the one-
hour historical bus tours. Everyone
learned something new about our
neighborhood. Thanks to Kathy
Krokar and Diane Taylor for their
comments as tour guides. Next
summer we will repeat these popular
tours.

49th Ward Community
Health Fair —

Sat. July 25: Mary Jo, John and
Loretta Bamman displayed RPHS and
Centennial materials at our table in
bright sunshine. After a brief rain

Establishment of
High School
Scholarship Fund

scholarship fund of $500 was
A recently established in the name of

the Rogers Park Historical Society
by an anonymous donor. The fund was
opened in recognition of the goals of the
Society, the diligent work of the officers,
board of directors and volunteers and the
support of our membership. Cash awards
will be presented to one or more
deserving high school history students
each year. The initial award will be given
at the end of the 1992-93 academic year.

The donor suggests that the history of
Rogers Park and West Ridge be studied
and enjoyed by youths in our area. The
Society appreciates this special donation.
Additional contributions are being
accepted for this worthwhile cause. Make
check payable to RPHS: Scholarship
Fund.

shower, they talked to many people
about our upcoming events.

RPHS Program:

Comiskey Park RIP —

Sat. Aug. 1: Member Herb Fagen
gave an impressive program on old
Comiskey Park, may it rest in peace!
Everyone present thoroughly
enjoyed Herb's insight and
knowledge about this topic.

Especially Ethnic —

Sun. Aug. 9: This festival, hosted
by the Indo-American Center and co-
sponsored by the Centennial
Commission, took place at Warren
Park on a sultry afternoon. RPHS
volunteers headed for a shady spot
as they manned our table,

Thanks to John Arcand, Mary
Friedman and Mitzi Golden for their
assistance.
























